Dental caries prevalence in Vietnamese children and teenagers in three London boroughs.
Over one quarter of the 20,000 Vietnamese refugees resident in Britain live in the London boroughs of Lambeth, Lewisham and Southwark. Examination of 268 Vietnamese children showed a high caries rate in deciduous teeth and a low rate in permanent teeth. Five-year-olds had a mean dmft of 8.3 and none were caries free. The mean dmft was significantly related to the length of time the children had lived in Britain. Factors affecting the severity of dental caries in young Vietnamese children are discussed. Interviews with parents indicated that bottle feeding habits were being adopted for their children born in the UK. The results are compared with studies on Vietnamese refugees in other countries.